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Master of Ceremonies 
 
Honourable Minister of Finance and Economic Development of the 
Republic of Malawi, Mr. Felix Lafiel Mlusu, MP 
 
The African Union Permanent Representative to SADC, Ambassador David 
Claude Pierre 
 
UN Resident Coordinator in Malawi, Ms Maria Jose Torres Macho 
 
Outgoing Chair of 26th ICSOE Bureau, Ms. Rethabile Maluke 

 
Director, ECA Sub-regional Office for Southern Africa, Ms. Eunice 
Kamwendo 
 
Representatives of Intergovernmental Organizations 
 
Representatives of United Nations Agencies in Southern Africa 
 
Officials from the Government of the Republic of Malawi 
 
Delegates from the Member States of SADC 
 
Distinguished Guests and Representatives of the Media 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

A very good morning/afternoon/evening, depending on where we are joining 

this meeting from! 

 

On behalf of the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa 

(COMESA) Secretariat and on my own behalf, I am pleased to participate in 

this 27th Meeting of the Intergovernmental Committee of Senior Officials and 
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Experts of Southern Africa being held under the theme “Building back better 

from COVID-19 in Southern Africa: Fostering commodity-based 

industrialization, manufacturing and regional value-chains”. This is a very 

opportune and timely thematic discussion, which allows us to reflect further 

and chart a way forward given the challenges endured during the last 18 

months. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

This 27th meeting comes at a challenging period for the whole world, more 

so for our regional economies, which have suffered massive pushback. Here 

I am referring to the missed development gains as the disruption of supply 

routes undermined our export sectors resulting in reduced domestic 

economic activity.  

 

Equally, our highly import-dependent and small manufacturing and industrial 

sectors were devastated as operational capacity dwindled due to the 

disrupted import lines for spares and production inputs. Consequently, 

growth in the COMESA region1 declined from 5.0 per cent in 2018 to 3.1 per 

cent in 2019 and the economies contracted by 3.0 per cent in 2020.  

 
1 World Development Indicators 
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Furthermore, since the start of the pandemic, the region has lost 59,267 

citizens2 from 2,059,800 positive cases. We have noted with appreciation, 

the commendable efforts by Member States to address the fallout from the 

pandemic through fiscal and monetary stimuli, which have gone a long way 

in cushioning the adverse effects. However, growth prospects remain 

modest due to the slow access and rollout of vaccines in the region.  

 

We are still not out of the woods yet; our development endeavors continue 

to be undermined by the Coronavirus pandemic. At the Tripartite level we 

have continued to join efforts deployed by our Member States through the 

adoption of Guidelines on trade during the COVID 19 pandemic period.  

 

At the same time, we continue to increase the intra-COMESA trade by 

implementing initiatives such as the removal of non-tariff barriers to trade 

and strengthening the regional supply and value chains. We have also 

developed regional guidelines to facilitate increased and sustainable local 

industrial production of goods and services, during and after the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

 

 
2 https://comstat.comesa.int/covid-19 

https://comstat.comesa.int/covid-19
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Ladies and gentlemen 

Industrialization, anchored on the diverse regional commodity base of 

agricultural value chains products and minerals, driven by the private sector, 

is the pillar for regional trade, economic growth, and inclusive development. 

Besides, the preferential access to other African markets under the AfCFTA 

will spur industrial development and linkages.  

 

Hence our deliberations during this session are very important for regional 

development especially the recovery from the pandemic and the pursuit of 

inclusivity and uplifting the standards of living of our citizens. I urge Member 

States to take advantage of the firming commodity prices to build industrial 

capacity for value addition and beneficiation for jobs and incomes for our 

youths.   

 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

The regional vision of a competitive environmental-friendly, diversified 

industrial sector, based on innovation and manufacturing as tools for 

transforming regional resources into sustainable wealth and prosperity for all 

further, underline the importance that the region attaches to commodities. 

COMESA has prioritized five commodity-based value chains among the top 
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nine priority chains. These are agro-processing, textiles and garments, 

leather and leather products and mineral beneficiation in our regional 

industrialization strategy.  

 

We remain resolute in our belief in a natural resources-led regional 

industrialization strategy where, natural resources, including agriculture and 

mineral resources, will anchor our emergence from the pushback by COVID-

19.  

 

In conclusion, Ladies and Gentlemen, I want to stress the critical role that 

the beneficiation and value addition of our commodities and the pursuit of 

value chains development can and will continue to play in rescuing our 

economies from the COVID-19-induced economic downturn. As COMESA, 

we strongly believe in the central role of the private sector in unlocking the 

developmental value in our commodities and thus continue to urge our 

Member States to develop conducive operational environments guided by 

attendant regional frameworks including the COMESA Common Investment 

Area.  
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As we build back better and faster, we should eliminate barriers and 

impediments to the active participation of the private sector through the 

creation of a harmonized competitive policy environment across the region. 

 

I wish you a successful and productive 27th Meeting of the Intergovernmental 

Committee of Senior Officials and Experts of Southern Africa and reaffirm 

COMESA’s commitment to continued collaboration in addressing regional 

development challenges as we progress towards Agendas 2030 and 2063.  

 

We are indebted to UNECA for the strong collaboration in supporting regional 

development through addressing the capacity needs of our Member States 

and other stakeholders.  

 

I thank you for your kind attention 

 

 


